The Ordination of

Emily Ann Hartnett Webb
to the Unitarian Universalist Ministry

When I dare to be powerful—to use my strength in the service of my
vision—then it becomes less and less important whether I am afraid.
—Audre Lorde

First Unitarian Universalist
Church of San Diego
March 29, 2014
Mandalas created by Susan Webb

Enter, Rejoice, and Come In!
Enter, rejoice, and come in,
Enter, rejoice, and come in—
Today will be a joyful day!
Enter, rejoice and come in!

Ven, ven, alégrate hoy,
Ven, ven, alégrate hoy—
¡Es hoy un día muy feliz!
¡Ven, ven, alégrate hoy!
Open your hearts everyone,
Open your hearts everyone—
Today will be a joyful day!
Open your hearts everyone!

Ven, ven, alégrate hoy,
Ven, ven, alégrate hoy—
¡Es hoy un día muy feliz!
¡Ven, ven, alégrate hoy!

Special thankS
congregation, First Unitarian Universalist Church of San
Diego, where I was welcomed into ministry by a community of open
arms and open hearts. In particular, thank you to:
The Rev. Dr. Arvid Straube, Lead Minister at First UU San
Diego. Thank you for practicing what you preach and for being my
teacher.
The Rev. Kathleen Owens, Associate Minister and Lead Minister-Elect at First
UU San Diego. You ministered to me with compassion, bravery and wisdom.
Kristen Kuriga, Social Justice and South Bay Ministry Teams Coordinator at
First UU San Diego, my dear friend and collaborator.
Ken Herman, Music Director at First UU San Diego. Alleluia!
Lynn Mendoza-Khan and the Women’s Choir, whose voices are strong and
Andrea Newall and the JUUL Tones, who sing like angels.
Tania Márquez, who translates worship (and tells stories!) with ease and grace.
Mil gracias.
My fearless and faithful Internship Committee—Suzanne Hess, Lauren Way,
Steve Howard, the Rev. Jim Grant, Maggie Marshall, Scott GrantSmith
and Alice Diamond—for witnessing and supporting my formation.
My rockstar Ordination Committee—Everett Howe, Lynda Gilgun, Steve
Howard, Scott GrantSmith and Joan Cudhea—for saying yes to a big project!
Thank you, also, to:
All of the beloved congregants at the First Unitarian Church of Oakland,
California.
Starr King School for the Ministry, for
The Rev. Sarah Moldenhauer-Salazar, PCD UUMA President and Starr King
School for the Ministry board member, for taking my early questions about ministry
seriously.
The Rev. Cathleen Cox, my spiritual director. Your insight and clarity have
sustained me and continue to guide and teach me.
Jenna, Spring and Daniel Smith
brought me into a UU church, saying “you might like it.”
All of the beloved people of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Bowling Green, Kentucky.
The Rev. Dr. Deane Oliva, Minister at UU Congregation of Flint, Michigan.
Youth group leaders can change your world. Thanks for changing mine.
Enormous gratitude to Matt Meyer and the many inspiring people I know through
Young Religious Unitarian Universalists. May we continue to use what we
have to create what we desire for this religion and this world.
Finally, thank you to my family:
My Santa Cruz family, Tim, Amy, Sue and Molly, who remind me to relax, at
least sometimes.
My future mothers-in-law, the Rev. Laurel Liefert and Francey Liefert, who
have so easily taken me in as a daughter.
My parents, Charles and Susan Webb, who have always supported me in
following the unfolding of Spirit. Thank you for your trust.
And thank you to Marcus Liefert
I love you madly.
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“Variations on ‘Simple Gifts’ ”

#358 “Rank by Rank Again We Stand”
Lynn Mendoza-Khan, Songleader;
Matt Meyer, Percussion
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Rev. Emily Ann Hartnett Webb

* Benediction

Ken Herman,
Organist

—by Noel Goemanne

“Fugue in C Major”
—by J. S. Bach

Ken Herman,
Organist

Invocation and Chalice Lighting

Rev. Cathleen Cox

Rev. Sarah Moldenhauer-Salazar
and Rev. Tera Little
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Story for All Ages

Spanish-language interpreter: Laura Farfán

“Enter, Rejoice, and Come In!”
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* Please rise as your spirit and physical ability allow

Tania Márquez
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“We Are the Ones”
—by Bernice Johnson Reagon
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Reading

Sermon

JUUL Tones;
Andrea Newall, Director

“The Path of Joy”

Rev. Sarah Moldenhauer-Salazar

* Members of First UU San Diego: We, the members of the

First Unitarian Universalist Church of San Diego recognize
your calling and do hereby ordain you, the Reverend Emily Ann
Hartnett Webb, to the Unitarian Universalist ministry. Among
us, and wherever you may be called to serve, we charge you
to live by the principles of our shared faith, to minister to all
those in joy and in sorrow and to speak your truth in love. We
charge you to be a prophetic and healing voice in the midst of
challenge and change. Remind us all of the enduring values we
profess. May you do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with
God.
Emily: With humbleness and gratitude for the Love beyond all
knowing, I accept this ministry to which you ordain me.

Act of Ordination

Mike Moreau, Board President,
First UU San Diego

Mike: Will Emily’s family, friends and colleagues who wish to
add their love and encouragement to this ceremony please rise
* Family, Friends and Colleagues: Emily, with joy and pride,

Mike Moreau: Emily, recognizing your sense of obligation
to serve the cause of liberal religion and having received the
recommendation of the Ministerial Fellowship Committee of the
Unitarian Universalist Association, and by the authority of a vote
of the Board of Trustees of this congregation, we desire to ordain
you to the Unitarian Universalist ministry. We—the Board and
by the nature of our free church. Among us, and wherever you may
be called to serve, we would have you preach the word of truth in
freedom and in love, ministering alike to the joys and sorrows of the
people you serve, setting forth no less by your example than by your
precept the principles of our free faith. Are you ready to enter upon
this ministry?
Emily: I am ready and willing.
Mike: Will the members of the First Unitarian Universalist Church
of San Diego please rise in body or spirit?

ways as you prepared for this day, celebrate this ordination! We
will continue to uphold you on your journey. May your ministry
nourish you and become a source of healing in the world.
Mike: Let the people say, “Amen.”
All: Amen!
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